
2018 NYSAC Legislative Conference 

Standing Committee on Native American Affairs and Gaming 

Resolution # 1 

 
Resolution Urging the State of New York and the Seneca Nation to Come to 

Agreement on Gaming Revenue Sharing 

 
WHEREAS, in 2002, the State of New York and the Seneca Nation entered into a 

compact with a provision that gaming revenue would be shared with the State in return 

for certain gaming exclusivity rights in Western New York; and 

 
WHEREAS, as part of this legislation, the State of New York shares with local 

governments, including 16 counties in Western New York, a portion of the revenue they 

receive from the Seneca Nation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the counties rely on that revenue to maintain infrastructure and provide 

public safety for all residents as well as provide services needed to help support this 

growing gaming industry; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2017 a dispute between the Seneca Nation and the State arose over the 

language within the compact, leading the Nation to stop revenue sharing payments to 

the State; and 

 
WHEREAS, this revenue loss amounts to approximately $50 million annually to the 16 

counties in Western New York; and 

 
WHEREAS, due to flat sales tax and a state imposed property tax cap, counties are 

finding it increasingly difficult to maintain critical local services residents demand and 

expect; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Seneca Nation and the counties of New York have a long history of 

productive partnerships and respect, and the Nation leaders have recently expressed 

that they wish to continue their valued partnership with local governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the long-term viability of this region depends, in part, on all parties 

coming to an agreement on the involved issues; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Seneca Nation and the State of New York have elected to attempt to 

resolve this issue through arbitration, a process which can take months or even years. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that NYSAC calls on the State of 

New York and the Seneca Nation to expeditiously resolve their differences and 

reach an agreement to avoid catastrophic harm to public safety and public 

services; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NYSAC calls on the State to make counties whole 

for past and current losses caused by this negotiation process and to the extent that 

such loses have been caused directly or indirectly, by the failure of the Seneca Nation 

to abide by the terms of the compact that the Seneca Nation make the counties whole 

so that local services and the residents that rely on those services are not impacted; 

and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the 

counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar 

resolutions; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties 

shall forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York 

State Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 

 


